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Nicholas as "master of Peking/' Events were soon to prove him a false prophet.
The next major upset in the precarious balance in the Far East was precipitated by the Chinese themselves. The despicable treatment meted out by the great Christian Powers to China, a country of ancient and distinguished civilization, gave rise to a strong nationalist movement not untinged, perhaps, with fanaticism. Sporadic anti-foreign disturbances have long been a feature of the Chinese scene. In the closing years of the nineteenth century they became increasingly frequent, and were instigated and directed by the secret society of Boxers, which enjoyed the patronage of the Chinese court and counted many adherents among higher officials. The culminating point of anti-foreign agitation was the Boxer Rebellion, which broke out in May, 1900, swept over several provinces, led to the siege of the legations in Peking, and was finally suppressed by an international force under the command of the German field marshal Count Walder-see. Negotiations for a settlement were initiated in October, 1900, but were not concluded until September, 1901,
Russian Far Eastern policy during this period offers a nearly perfect example of shameless duplicity. On the one hand, St. Petersburg professed to uphold the territorial integrity of China and the principle of the Open Door; on the other hand, it worked for the dismemberment of the Chinese empire and the exclusion of non-Russian foreign influences from the territory north of the Great Wall. In December, 1899, Muravev endorsed, although with reservations and reluctance, the doctrine of the Open Door enunciated in September by John Hay, the American secretary of state. In July, 1900? Lamsdorf (Muravev had died in June) proclaimed Russia's determination to preserve "the true governmental structure of China" and to remove "everything that might lead'*7 to her partition. Desirous of ingratiating itself with the Chinese government, St. Petersburg urged the early withdrawal of foreign troops from Peking and opposed the stiff and humiliating provisions written in by the other Powers in the peace settlement. These benevolent gestures did not prevent General Linevich, commander of the Russian expeditionary force, and other Russian officers, from participating in the looting of the imperial palaces after the seizure of Peking by the international corps.4 Even less compatible with Rus~ 4 An unwelcome trophy was the original text of the Sino-Russian treaty of at-